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The New Brunswick Salmon Council sent a series of questions to all the political parties in 

New Brunswick, these are their responses. 

 

Note that the responses are complete, verbatim and unedited. 
 
 
 

1) Salmon Protection Barrier Pools - If your party forms the government, will 

you: 
a. continue to provide the necessary capital, construction, operational and 

maintenance funding for all four existing DNR salmon protection barrier pools in 
New Brunswick and,  

b. commit to developing a Terms of Reference for developing a strategy that will 
ensure long-term sustainability of the protection barriers?  

 

  

 

We would need more information to answer this 
question properly. 

  

 

The liberal party recognizes the great importance of 
protecting salmon and their habitat.  Salmon fishing is 
extremely important to our tourism economy and part 
of our heritage.  We plan to continue to maintain 
measures to protect our salmon and recognize the 
importance barrier protection pools play in 
conservation efforts.  We also believe it is preferable to 
prepare a long-term strategy for these pools, to avoid 
the uncertainty of relying on year-to-year funding. 

  

 

Yes to both questions. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council 
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These barriers provide important protection from 
paoching and other risks against spawning. The 
People's Alliance would push to have the operation of 
these barriers protected. 

 
2) Forest Strategy - If your party forms the government, will you:  

a. demonstrate to our stakeholders using detailed, peer-reviewed scientific studies 

 how the new strategy will or will not adversely affect the freshwater aquatic 

habitat that supports wild Atlantic salmon, including cold water sources and 
headwater spawning and rearing areas?  

b. Be prepared to reconsider the terms of this policy if it cannot be demonstrated that 
the new/current strategy will not adversely affect wild Atlantic salmon? (e.g. return 
to pre-2012 riparian zone forest buffer dimensions and allowable harvest within).  

c. Permit provincial biologists, foresters, hydrologists and environmental scientists 
the freedom to participate in public meetings by openly discussing science as well 
as interpretation of science that either contradicts or supports current or future 
fisheries management decisions including the 2014 Crown Forestry strategy.  

d. Commit to a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) on the new strategy to 
ensure that necessary mitigation and compensation is identified and applied?  
 

 

 
The Green Party would repeal the Alward 
government's forest strategy and cancel the contracts 
with J.D Irving and Twin Rivers. We would introduce a 
new Forest Sustainability Act to replace the outdated 
and inadequate Crown Lands and Forests Act to 
accommodate conservation, and aboriginal and treaty 
rights. We would permit and encourage provincially 
employed scientists and foresters to speak freely in 
public and in the media as public servants. 
Government employees are public servants and in 
service to the public should have the ability to 
communicate freely with the citizens of this province. 

  

 

The Liberal party is very concerned at how the forestry 
deal was put together in the backrooms and the 
subsequent criticism that was heard from respected 
provincial scientists.  It is our intention to review the 
forestry plan to ensure sustainability including 
protection of salmon habitat, and that any decisions on 
our forestry plan are made in reliance on science, 
which will help ensure the sustainability of both the 
industry and our environment.  We also plan to obtain 
and release all relevant information related to the plan 
and share with stakeholders such as the Salmon 
Council.  We will also strengthen whistleblower laws to 
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allow for things such as the public discussion and 
sharing of information on the forestry plan. 
 
 

  

 

Yes to all four questions. On the specific matter of 
Environmental Impact Assessments, the NDP 
proposes the creation of the office of the Chief 
Provincial Scientist, an independent officer able to 
provide scientific review of government environmental 
policies and proposed resource projects. The Chief 
Provincial Scientist will serve as head of a new 
independent environmental monitoring body, modelled 
on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We will 
empower the strengthened Office of the Attorney 
General to investigate and charge corporate polluters 
without political interference. These changes will be 
funded on a full cost recovery basis through levies on 
companies given license to access our resources. This 
office’s mandate would apply to the forestry sector as 
well. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council 

  

 

We oppose the current forest strategy implement by 
the Government. We would work to ensure that 
despite the MOU buffer zones around stream and 
rivers would be enforced. 

 
 

3) Fish and Wildlife Commission – If your party forms the government, what 

will your position be with regard to the concept of separating the Fish & Wildlife Branch 
from the Department of Natural Resources to establish it as a standalone commission 
wherein:  

a. Fish and Wildlife related revenues are directed specifically to F&W initiatives and 
programs such as research, enforcement, protection barriers, management.  

b. Sufficient supplemental funding is provided to this commission from general 

 revenues so that it can be invested toward developing a progressive and 

lucrative sporting industry in the province.  
 

 

As Green Party leader, I support moving the Fish and 
Wildlife Branch to the Department of Environment so 
that the province has the capacity to stop the 
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deterioration of ecosystems and the downward spiral 
in biodiversity. 

  

 

As you may know we will do a full program  review to 
ensure programs are operating efficiently and dollars 
are being spent where they should be spent.  This will 
include looking at the function of the Fish and Wildlife 
Branch, ensuring their initiatives are sufficiently funded 
and work toward developing a lucrative sporting 
industry in the province.  We also have specific 
initiatives aimed at creating jobs by growing a more 
vibrant tourism industry, and salmon angling is an 
important part of that economy. 

  

 

a: The Fish & Wildlife Branch mandate would be 
incorporated within the new Chief Provincial Scientist 

office.  
b. Public funds should not be directed towards the 
promotion of a specific private industry. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

Separating the the Fish and Wildlife Branch from DNR 
would allow more revenue to be directed to 
enforcement, protection, barriers, etc. Sport fishing 
creates millions of dollars which could be diverted to 
research and management. We would work to see this 
through. 

 
4) Recreational Fisheries Liaison Committee – If your party forms 
the government:  

a. will you support and commit to defining and establishing a recreational fisheries 

 liaison committee that will be comprised of government and non-government 

participants with a mandate to collectively and openly discuss fisheries issues, 
management options and strategies to ensure sustainable populations of our 
inland fisheries resources and the recreational fisheries which they support?  

b. If not, why not?  
 

 

The Green Party's approach is rooted in community, 
so we would approach recreational fisheries 
management from a community-based perspective 
beginning with First Nations and expanding out to local 
communities using the Regional Service Commission 
Boundaries as a guide. We can imagine the 
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establishment of community-based fisheries councils 
that would democratically accountable to local 
communities. 

  

 

We plan to bring ore focus to environmental protection 
within government.  This includes protecting our fish 
populations.  We also pledge to improve consultation 
on these matters with stakeholder groups, including 
the Salmon Council.  We do not want to see a repeat 
of mistakes made such as the backroom development 
of a forestry plan that shut out important stakeholder 
groups concerned with environmental protection. 

  

 

The NDP agrees with the general principle proposed 
here, yet the functions of such a committee could be 
part of the mandate of the Chief Provincial Scientist 
office. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

Yes. We would work with stakeholders to form a 
committee of experts, users, guides, etc. to form a 
liaison committee. 

 

 
5) Enforcement and Protection – Does your party believe that the present 

status of Fish and Wildlife protection and enforcement within the Province of NB is 
sufficient to protect the resources and the associated recreational and economic 
benefits? If yes, please provide rationale. If not, why not?  
 

 

No, the present status of Fish and Wildlife protection 
and enforcement is wholly inadequate. Enforcement is 
not sufficiently supported at the political level to allow 
enforcement officers to do their jobs. We would 
remove political interference with their work and 
ensure they can function independently to enforce the 
law, as would be the case for our police forces. This 
means removing them from the bureaucratic structures 
at DNR so that they operate outside of that chain of 
command. The Green Party would examine combining 
the enforcement responsibilities for legislation under 
DNR and the Department of Environment into a single 
environmental and conservation enforcement agency. 
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No.  We believe government can do a much better job 
of enforcing the rules regarding environmental 
protection.  We will centralize conservation, protection 
and enforcement functions to ensure our laws are 
being followed and to identify issues quicker and more 
efficiently.   

  

 

Enforcement of laws is a perennial problem in New 
Brunswick, be it in the fish and wildlife sector or others. 
One need only look to the neglect of the Alward 
government towards wetlands protection enforcement, 
or the lack of consideration for topsoil protection by 
successive governments. The NDP is committed to 
actual enforcement of regulations, a promise that an 
independent Chief Provincial Scientist office, free of 
political intervention, can provide. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

DNR officials using their vehicles as offices is a case 
in point of how government cuts are ruining the ability 
to enforce laws and regulations. The People's Alliance 
would invest in enforcement to save our fish and 
wildlife. 

 

 

6) Shale Gas – If your party forms the government, will you:  
a. Ensure the Rules for Industry clearly define when, where and how waste water 

and fluids are to be handled, transported, treated and disposed of, in a manner 
that will not threaten surface water quality and aquatic health?  

b. Ensure the Rules for Industry include mandatory baseline and ongoing aquatic 
health monitoring in surface waters so as to include benthic communities as well 
as water quality, conducted by independent third parties?  

c. Delay commercial development until a) and b) and the other mitigation measures 
identified in the NB Salmon Council’s policy (attached) on unconventional shale 
gas development are adequately covered by the Rules for Industry? 
 

 

It is impossible to exploit shale gas safely and 
sustainably so we would cancel existing permits and 
licenses related to shale gas. 

  

 

Unlike the Alward government we have been clear 
about our intentions to protect the environment with 
regards to fracking.  We will not proceed until risks to 
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environment, health and water are fully understood.  
Our decision going forward will be based on peer 
reviewed scientific evidence, and recommendations 
from the Chief Medical Officer of Health.  This will not 
be a secret backroom deal negotiated with industry.  
We will conduct extension consultations, including with 
groups such as the Salmon Council.  We need 
convincing that methods exist to properly protect the 
environment.  We need better planning at the 
provincial level both in terms of regulations and 
enforcement.  

  

 

The broad answer to all three questions is Yes, with 
our specific shale gas development policy as such, 
along with other natural resource development 

proposals:  
When it comes to any natural resource project the 
people of New Brunswick have two questions: can it 
be done safely and will it earn our money we can 
invest into making this province a better place to live? 
It’s easy to say yes or no to a project, or to propose a 
vague moratorium. The work of a strong government is 
all about creating precise laws and regulations. That is 
the goal of the new NDP. That’s why we have 
developed a clear framework to approve or reject 
resource projects: Two tests, one vote. 
The first test would be administered by the 
independent Chief Provincial Scientist (CPS), with the 
costs of the test to be borne by the industry. The 
agency will decide whether the industry is capable of 
safe operation, with safety including impacts on human 
health and the environment, and, if the answer to that 
question is yes, what requirements the industry will 
need to meet. If the CPS decides the industry is 
unsafe the proposal will be rejected. 
If the industry’s proposal passes the first test then the 
costs of implementing the list of conditions set by the 
CPS would be established by the Department of 
Finance. A provincial royalty rate would be established 
above any costs to be borne by the province or 
industry. If the final price makes the project financially 
unviable then the industry would not go ahead. The 
industry would then have to decide if it is ready to bear 
the cost of safe operations that benefit New 
Brunswick. 
The final step, if a proposal reaches this stage, is for 
an open vote in the Legislature where NDP MLAs will 
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be able to vote based on their beliefs and those of 
their constituents. Only if the proposal passes this final 
stage would the industry be allowed to go ahead. 
If any industry fails either test, or the final vote, the 
industry would not be eligible to reapply for approval 
for two years from the date of rejection. The 
reapplication would only be considered if the criteria 
that resulted in the initial rejection changed; in 
addition, all of this information would be made public. 
We will apply the two-test one-vote model of safety 
and profitability to all natural resource development 
proposals. 
In addition to the two tests, legal requirements 
regarding Aboriginal and treaty rights must be 
addressed, First Nations will be provided with the 
opportunities, information and resources necessary to 
participate in and benefit from all projects. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

Our Party has very real issues with shale gas 
development. Our rivers, streams, and brooks are our 
life source. We would not proceed with shale gas without 
a direct mandate from the people through a referendum.   

 

7) Finfish aquaculture – Peer reviewed science clearly demonstrates a negative 

impact of open net-pen reared Atlantic salmon on wild salmon populations. Since the 
ownership of Wild Atlantic salmon, while in the state of nature, are like all wildlife and fish 
within the Province, is vested in the Provincial Crown and the province has an obligation 
for conservation of these stocks, what is your party’s position on: 

a. Moving the open net-pen finfish aquaculture industry out of the marine 
environment and into land-based closed containment systems?  

b. Establishing incentives intended to encourage industry to move their operations 
into land-based closed containment systems?  
 

 

The Green Party is supportive of moving fin-fish 
aquaculture into land-based closed containment 
systems. We would begin the shift from sea to shore 
by ensuring that new permits for finfish aquaculture 
would only apply to land-based systems, and we 
would establish a timetable over which open net-pens 
would be phased out in favour of land-bases systems, 
beginning with those sites that have already been 
identified as problematic for the local environment and 
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ecology. 
  

 

Our party has not taken a position on this issue.  We 
recognize the concerns of the Salmon Council, and 
would be interested in discussing this issue further 
following an election.  We also recognize the value of 
aquaculture to the economies of our coastal 
communities.  Any action on this matter would not 
come before discussion with all stakeholders, including 
industry and impacted communities.   

  

 

The NDP supports both positions in the questions and 
will actively promote the placement of marine cages 30 
km from the mouths of Atlantic salmon rivers, and 
encourage the development of land-based closed-
containment aquaculture through appropriate 
regulation. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

Land based closed containment systems is the only 
way to protect our wild stock of Atlantic Salmon. We 
believe financial assistance should be given to assist & 
encourage a land based operation. 

 
 

8) Mactaquac Dam - Does your party support the removal of the Mactaquac Dam 

and the restoration of a free-flowing, ecologically-restored St. John River, the second 
largest river in eastern North America and at one time home to arguably the largest fully 
public recreational fishery for Atlantic salmon in North America? 

 

The Green Party is waiting to make a decision on its 
position on the future of the Mactaquac Dam until the 
environmental, economic, social and cultural impacts 
of the three options developed by NB Power are 
documented and made available to the public. 

  

 

Many factors will have to be considered with regards 
to the restoration of the Mactaquac Dam, including the 
value of the restoration of the St. John River, social 
issues, cost, environmental impact of reconstruction or 
removal, the value of the dam as it relates to the 
province’s energy supply, and other factors.  We 
recognize the future of the dam is a more pressing 
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issue than many people believe.  If elected we would 
move quickly to begin consultations on all matters of 
this decision, including the issue cited above. 

  

 

No, the NDP does not support the removal of the 
Mactaquac Dam and the restoration of the pre-dam state 
of the river, though with protections for fish, such as 
salmon side streams. 

  

 

No response provided to the NB Salmon Council. 

  

 

Our party would seek input, expertise, and 
consultation of both NB Power, wildlife organizations, 
environmental groups, as well as the people of NB to 
bring about the best solution to our aging Dam. 

 
 


